
As the year draws to a close, we would like to thank you for your continued support of our 
Mission as we steward a Journey of Hope for you, our Animal Patients and our shared Clients.

We wish you Joy and Peace now and in the coming year.
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SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM ACCC!

Dr. Stephanie Correa, Dr. Evan Sones, and the Entire ACCC team!

With warm holiday wishes and appreciation for your support and loyalty, 

LAVERDIA-CA1
EVAN SONES, DVM, MS
BOARD CERTIFIED IN MEDICAL ONCOLOGY

Use: Laverdia-CA1 is a conditionally approved, oral chemotherapeutic agent for the treatment 
of lymphoma in dogs. It can be used for B-cell and T-cell lymphoma and for those patients that 
have or have not had chemotherapy before. It is a violation of Federal law to use this product 
other than as directed in the labeling.

Dosing and administration: Laverdia is administered at home, twice weekly, immediately 
following a full meal, on an ongoing basis as long as it is effective. The dose of Laverdia is 
calculated as 1.25 mg/kg for the first two weeks. If well tolerated then it can be increased to 
1.5 mg/kg. The drug is provided in three different tablet sizes to reach the total milligrams 
of medication needed for each dose. The patient may need to take several different sizes 
of tablets all at one time. All of the tablets for each dose are given at the same time, twice 
weekly, with at least 72 hours between doses. Laveria will generally be given on a Monday 

and Thursday, or Tuesday and Friday schedule. It is important that the patient eat before taking Laverdia to make sure the drug is absorbed.

Safety: Wear protective disposable chemotherapy resistant gloves to prevent direct contact with moistened, broken, or crushed Laverdia-CA1 
tablets. Wear protective disposable chemotherapy resistant gloves to prevent contact with feces, urine, vomit, and saliva during treatment and 
for 3 days after the dog has received the last treatment.

Side effects: The side effects of Laverdia-CA1 are generally mild and self limiting. The most common side effects are anorexia, weight loss, 
vomiting, lethargy, and diarrhea. Other side effects are possible and are listed on the package insert. It has been our experience at ACCC 
that some dogs have very severe nausea and lethargy after receiving Laverdia-CA1. We often recommend premedication with Cerenia or 
ondansetron about 1 hour prior to administration of Laverdia-CA1.

Efficacy: In a phase II clinical trial with 58 dogs the objective response rate (partial or complete response) median time to progression was 
29.5 days (range 7-244 days). The objective response rate (partial and complete response) was 34.5% (20/58 dogs). The time to progression 
was longer in a subset of dogs with T cell lymphoma. That being said, a fair number of dogs had stable disease and remained clinically well, 
which may be a better expectation of response for Laverdia.
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WHAT TYPES OF RADIATION THERAPY 
ARE AVAILABLE AT ACCC?
JARRED LYONS, DVM 
BOARD CERTIFIED IN RADIATION ONCOLOGY

Stereotactic Radiosurgery (SRS) or Stereotactic Body Radiation Therapy (SBRT): This type of treatment can deliver the entire radiation 
dose in 1 to 3 sessions, minimizing the need for multiple anesthetic episodes over weeks. Focused radiation beams are used to target a 
well- defined tumor, relying on detailed imaging, computerized three-dimensional treatment planning, and precise treatment set-up to deliver 
radiation doses with extreme accuracy.  Side effects with this type of radiation are rare to absent, and treatment is usually completed within 
one week. Different types of machines are capable of treating tumors stereotactically, including Animal Cancer Care Clinic’s on-site Varian 
Linear Accelerator. 
Conventional Full Course Radiation Therapy: Full course radiation therapy utilizes multiple doses of small increments of high-energy 
x-rays to target a tumor, and is usually given on a Monday through Friday daily schedule over a period of 3 weeks to 1 month. Because the 
radiation passes through normal tissue surrounding the tumor, multiple doses of radiation are given to maximize the damage to the abnormal 
cancerous tissue while minimizing the damage to the surrounding normal tissue. Full Course radiation therapy is mainly utilized for specific 
tumors that have tiny tendrils of cells extending from the tumor that are not possible to see with the human eye (microscopic disease) or with 
any specific imaging, and can be very successful in achieving adequate treatment “margins.” Depending on the location of the tumor, detailed 
imaging modalities such as a Tumor Mapping CT or MRI,  as well as computerized three-dimensional treatment planning may also assist in 
the radiation planning. 
Intensity Modulated Radiation Therapy (IMRT): Like conventional radiation therapy, IMRT utilizes multiple doses of small increments 
of high-energy x-rays to target a tumor and is also usually given on a Monday through Friday daily schedule over a period of 3 weeks to 1 
month. IMRT is another complex and precise technique of delivering radiation therapy that, like SRS or SBRT, relies on detailed imaging 
and computerized three- dimensional treatment planning in order to obtain the accuracy needed to minimize radiation side effects. Due to its 
precision, IMRT allows for a minimal dose to be delivered to the surrounding normal tissue and is beneficial for tumors in the nasal cavity or 
regions where normal radiosensitive structures need to be avoided. The radiation oncologist determines if IMRT would be more beneficial than 
conventional radiation therapy or stereotactic radiosurgery. 
Palliative Radiation Therapy: Palliative radiation therapy is used to treat pain and inflammation associated with tumors, and is utilized for 
patient comfort. It is a short course of therapy usually given over 3-5 days with minimal to no side effects, and may also decrease the tumor 
size or slow its progression. 


